
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Appendix (Two) Widening Participation (1997-2011)

1997 Higher Education in the Learning Society. The Dearing Report. The National
Committee of Inquiry into Higher Education.

1997 Learning Works. The Kennedy Report. Further Education Funding Council.

1998 HEFCE Consultation.

1999 HEFCE Request for initial Widening Participation statements.

2001 Revised Widening Participation strategies and three year action plans submitted to
HEFCE.

2002 Widening Participation in Higher Education in England.

The National Audit Office.

Jan 2003 The Future for Higher Education. Government White Paper.

2003 Partnerships for Progression Policy.

2004 Fair admissions to Higher Education: recommendations for good practice.
The Schwarz Report.

2004 Higher Education Act. Led to the establishment of OFFA.

2004 Integrated Aimhigher.

2004 OFFA.

2004 Widening Participation strategies withdrawn.

2004 Lifelong Learning Networks.

2006 Widening Participation in Higher Education. Department for Education and

‘ Skills.

2009 Higher Ambitions: The Future of Universities in a Knowledge Economy.
Department for Business Innovation and Skills.

2010 Securing a Sustainable Future for Higher Education. The Browne Report.

2011 Students at the Heart of the System. Government White Paper.
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Appendix (Three) Socioeconomic Classifications

The table below shows the occupational distinctions and classifications used by national

statistics.

The National Statistics Socioeconomic Classification Analytic Classes

Eight classes
1. Higher managerial, administrative and professional occupations
1.1  Large employers and higher managerial and administrative occupations

1.2 Higher professional occupations

2. Lower managerial, administrative and professional occupations
3. Intermediate occupations

4. Small employers and own account workers

5. Lower supervisory and technical occupations

6. Semi-routine occupations

7. Routine occupations

8.  Never worked and long-term unemployed

(Office for National Statistics)

http://www.ons.gov.uk/aboutstatistics/classifications/current/soc2010/s0c2010volume3nssecreb

asedonsoc2010usermanual/index.htm1#7 (Retrieved 01/02/11)
Note

Government policy initiatives are based upon data produced by the Office for National Statistics

(ONS), which categorises individuals based on employment: occupation type and employment

status.

It is common in academic literature to consider that groups 1-3 are ‘middle class’ and groups 4—
7 are ‘working class’. Group 8 encompasses a large group who may be retired, short- or long-

term unemployed.
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Appendix (Four) Data Regarding The Centre (2007-2010)

Overview of Recruitment

The programmes are delivered from five facilities and seven schoéls, in 2010-11 there were 28
awards (Foundation Degree, Undergraduate and Masters) runnihg. In 2011-12 this increased
with the introduction of a joint science programme by a further nine awards. A WP initiative
and Strategic Development Funding from HEFCE awarded an additional 100 places to The

Centre in the period 2010-11. The target recruitment number was 395, an increase on 2009.

However, the success of the remainder of the university in reaching and exceeding their 2010/11
recruitment targets meant that a decision was made by the university to close clearing early in
the cycle across the campuses. The result being that The Centre only enrolled 310 students in
September, 78% of their target. The Centre is by its very nature a campus that is more likely to
recruit a greater number of students through clearing. Taking all three years (2007-2010) into
account the majority of foundation degree and degree subjects at The Centre did not recruit to

target. The table below shows recruitment of students against target at The Centre for 2007—
2010.

Entry Year Targets Numbers Recruited
2007 N/A 120
2008 157 . 177
2009 300 286
2010 395 310

Student Recruitment Profiles

As the number of students at The Centre has grown, the age profile has moved gradually to
reflect more closely that of the other university sites. The Applied Social Science degree over
the period attracted a higher proportion of mature students and the Media Production degree

younger students. The table below compares the age of students on entry at The Centre and the

other university sites.

Year 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
The Other sites | The Other sites | The Other sites
Centre Centre Centre
Under No |0 69 0 56 0 46
18 % | 0.0% 0.8% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.6%
18-20 No | 78 3887 87 4196 146 4128
% | 57.8% 45.1% 60.8% 47.7% 52.5% 49.5%
21-24 No | 17 1290 19 1424 46 1258
% | 12.6% 15.0% 13.3% 16.2% 16.5% 15.1%
25-29 No | 17 953 11 878 23 718
% | 12.6% 11.1% 7.7% 10.0% 8.3% 8.6%
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26

30 and | No {23 2360 2204 63 2152
over % | 17.0% 27.4% 18.2% 25.0% 22.7% 25.8%
Not No [0 51 0 46 0 42
known | % | 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.5% 0.0% 0.5%
Total 135 8610 143 8804 278 8344
The Disability Profile

The proportion of students declaring a disability remained constantly above the other university

sites levels. In 2009-10 the level of declared disability was double that of the other university

sites’ percentages. There were no exceptions to this; all areas of study at The Centre were

above average levels of declared disability. This level of declared disability is not surprising

given the WP emphasis of The Centre. The table below compares the disability profile of

students at The Centre and the other university sites.

Year 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
The Other The Other The Other
Centre | sites Centre sites Centre sites
Disability No. 21 683 0 56 0 46
Declared % 15.8% 7.9% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.6%
No No. 11 7485 119 7760 225 7338
Disability % 83.5% 86.9% 83.2% 88.1% 80.9% 87.9%
Not No. 1 442 0 300 2 211
Known/Not | % 0.8% 5.1% 0.0% 3.4% 0.7% 2.5%
Declared
Total 133 8610 143 8804 278 8344
The Ethnic Profile

The number of students from an ethnic minority background is above the level of the other

university sites as a whole, but as the number of students at The Centre increased the percentage

reflected the other university sites more closely. The majority of non-White students at The

Centre were mature students (over 21) on foundation degree programmes. The table below

compares the ethnic profile of students at The Centre and the other university sites.

Year 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
The Other The Other The Other
Centre sites Centre sites Centre sites
White No. 86 6212 106 6776 215 6302
% 15.8% 7.9% 0.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0. 6%
Minority No. 29 1093 30 1274 42 1121
Ethnic % 21.5% 12.7% 21.0% 14.5% 15.1% 13.4%
Information | No. | 20 1185 7 455 21 707
Refused % 14.8% 13.8% 4.9% 5.2% 7.6% 8.5%
Not Known | No. [0 120 0 299 0 314
% 0.0% 1.4% 0.0% 3.4% 0.0% 2.6%
Total 133 8610 143 8804 278 8344
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The Gender Profile

The gender profile at The Centre has gradually moved towards reflecting that of the other
university sites. In 2009/10 the ratio was 43:57 males to females, Most awards at The Centre
are broadly 50:50 male, female with the exception of the joint honours award, where 70% of the

cohort are female, and computing, which is predominately male. The table below compares the

gender profile of students at The Centre and the other university sites.

Year 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
The Other The Other The Other
Centre sites Centre sites Centre sites
Female No. | 65 5487 73 5370 158 5064
% 48.1% 63.7% 51.0% 61.0% 56.8% 60.7%
Male No. | 70 3123 70 3434 120 3280
% 51.9% 36.3% 49.0% 39.0% 43.2% 39.3%
Total 133 8610 143 8804 278 8344

The Progression Profile — Year 1 and 2

The number of students progressing at The Centre increased significantly in 2009-10. The
proportion of students progressing unconditionally at the end of year 1 was 54%, with the
proportion of those with a deferred decision was down 5%. 11% of students did not complete
their year of study. The progression rates of the year 2 student cohort increased from 46% in
2008-09 to 88%. Three students failed and withdrew from their programmes, which equated to
6% of the cohort. The table below shows the proéression profile for year 1 and 2 students at

The Centre.

Year 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
Progressed. 57 (42.9%) 79 (57.6%) 133 (54.1%)
Fail — repeat. 3 (2.3%) 4 (2.9%) 33 (13.4%)
Fail — withdrawn. 5 (3.8%) 8 (5.8%) 20 (8.1%)
Decision deferred to subsequent | 38 (28.6%) 31 (22.6%) 12 (4.9%)
examination board.

Did not complete a year of study. 30 (22.6%) 13 (9.5%) 28 (11.4%)
Total 133 (100%) 137 (100%) 226 (100%)
Progression: Year 2 (Stage 4 - Honours Degree students only)

Year 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10
Progressed. 9 (3.8%) 17 (45.9%) 54 (8.1%)
Fail — repeat. 0 (0.0%) 1(2.7%) 4 (6%)

Fail — withdrawn. 0 (0.0)% 0 (0. 0%) 3 (4.5%)
Decision deferred to subsequent { 5(31.3%) 19 (51.4%) 1(1.5%)
examination board.

Did not complete the year of study. 2 (12.5%) 0 (0.0%) 2 (3%)
Total 16 (100%) 37 (100%) 67 (100%)
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Appendix (Five) Participant Information Sheet

My name is Julia Hope and I am a PhD researcher at the University of Chichester. I would like

to ask you about your educational experiences. I have one question to ask you: ‘How did you

come to be a student at

No names or identifying details will be included in the research. If you do not wish to continue
participating then you can stop at any time without explaining why. No content will be included

in the research that you have not agreed to. The process will involve two meetings.
STAGES OF THE RESEARCH

1 Meet to outline the interview process? (you can ask me any questions you may have)
2 Meet to be interviewed, this will be digitally recorded.

3 I will email/post/hand deliver you a copy of the transcript and you can add to your

response, remove parts or change it.

Remember, your participation is voluntary. [ ask that if you decide not to continue for any

reason that you let me know of your decision.

j-hope @ Y 079

What happens if I change my mind?

You have the right to withdraw from the study at any time, and/or refrain from answering any
questions you prefer to omit. If you do agree to participate you will still be able to withdraw at
any time, before, during or after the interview and any data collected from you will be destroyed
and not be used in the inquiry.

Whom can you contact if you have a comment about the project or have been caused
distress through the interview process?

Please feel free to contact Andy Dixon, Head of the Research and Employer Engagement Office
e-mail a.dixon@Eraasd Phone 01243
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Appendix (Six) Consent Form

Name of participant:

Contact details: email:

I confirm that I have read or been informed of and understand the participant information sheet

for the above inquiry. O

I understand what my role will be in this researcﬁ, and all my questions have been answered to

my satisfaction. ]

I understand that I will not be identified, and the tape recording of the interview would be

destroyed twelve months after the thesis is completed. O

I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time

without giving any reason, and without prejudice. O
I agree to take part in the research, and understand that I can ask questions . |

I agree to the processing personal information, which I have supplied. I agree to the processing

of such information for any purposes connected with the research outlined to me. A

I agree to the interview being recorded, and that the recordings will be kept secure and

destroyed at the end of the inquiry. O

[ am aware that all data will be kept under the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998. O

Name of participant (print) \ Date
Signature
Researcher (print) Date
Signature

YOU WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS FORM FOR YOUR RECORDS

If you wish at any time to withdraw from the research, please let me know in person, by email

and/or telephone.
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Appendix (Seven) Pen Portraits of Participants*

Andrea is 18 and lives less than 5 miles from The Centre with her parents. She is the eldest of
four. Her sisters are still in primary and secondary school. She is presently studying a BA and

completed A levels at a sixth form college.

Anita is 19 and lives within 10 miles of The Centre with her mother. She is an only child, with

little contact with her father who lives in London with ‘his new family’. She is presently

studying a BSc and completed A levels at an FE college.

Anne is 19 and lives within 10 miles of The Centre with her older brother. Her parents have
moved to Spain to run a bar. She is presently studying a BSc and completed A levels in a

school sixth form.

Becky is 19 and lives within 5 miles of The Centre. She lives with her parents at home and is
the middle child. She has an older unemployed brother and a sister at school in Year 9. She is

presently studying a BSc and completed A levels at sixth form college.

Carla is 20 and lives with friends within 5 miles of The Centre. Her parents live within 10
miles of The Centre. She dropped out of a university the previous academic year. She is

presently studying a BSc and completed A levels at a local FE college.

Carrie is 19 and studying a FD. She completed a BTEC National at a local sixth form college,
she lives in Halls. Carrie’s mother wanted her to live in Halls and become more independent.

Her mother lives within 10 miles of The Centre.

Davina is 19 and the youngest of three girls. She lives at home with her parents less than 10

miles from The Centre. She is presently studying a FD and completed A levels at a local FE.

Diane is 20 and worked in retail after completing a BTEC at a local FE college. She lives alone
less than 10 miles from The Centre and her parents live in the same town. She has an older

brother who is in the army. She is presently studying a FD.

4 Note To maintain the anonymity of the case study site (The Centré), only a selection of pen portraits are
provided. It was made clear to the participants that pseudonyms would be substituted for all names that
would appear in the text.

238



Appendix (Eight) Demographic Sheet

Please tick the box or write in the information which you consider applies to you. You are not
obliged to answer all/any of the following questions. Information provided will be treated
confidentially. .

1. Which course you are studying (please write)

2. Level of undergraduate study: Foundation Degree O BSc/BA O
3. Gender: Female O Male O Transgender O

4. Year of birth (please write)

5. I consider my ethnicity to be (please write)

6. I have a physical disability. Yes O No O

7. Sexuality: [ am heterosexual 0O gay O  lesbian 0
bisexual O  prefer not to state O

8. I have a specific learning difficulty (e.g. dyslexia). Yes J No O

9. I have a physical disability. Yes 1 No O

10. The distance of (The Centre) from my family home is:
Under 5 miles O Under 10 miles O 11-50miles O  More than 50 miles O
11. The distance of (The Centre) from term-time home is:

Ux{der 5 miles O Under 10 miles O 11-50 miles O More than 50 miles O

12. T was brought up in a:nuclear family Yes O in foster care Yes O
single parent family Yes O
by relatives Yes O
Other O
13. During term time I live: at home a in a hall of residence O
in privately rented accommodation (on my own) O (with partner) O
in pfivately rented accommodation (with friends) O

other (please write)

14. People who have studied/are studying in higher education apart from me:

Brother/Sister C Partner O Aunt/Uncle O Cousin/s O
Close friend/s C Step family O Ex-partner O

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions
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Appendix (Nine) Key Demographic Data

The level of undergraduate study of the participants

Foundation Degree Degree BSc/BA

23 22

The gender of the participants

Male Female

15 35

The age of participants at the start of their course (start of the first semester)
18 19 20 Not stated
14 28 8 0

The stated ethnic group of the participants

White British White Other Afro/Caribbean Not stated
42 1 3 4

The declared learning difficulty of the participants

Asperger

Dyslexia

1

2

The distance of the campus from the participant’s family home

Under 5 miles

Under 10 miles

11-50 miles

More than 50 miles

30

15

1 x 20 miles

4

The distance of the campus from the participant’s term-time home

Under 5 miles

Under 10 miles

11-50 miles

More than 50 miles

39

10

1 x 20 miles

The participant’s family type

Type of family No. of participants
Single parent family 26

Nuclear family 15

In foster care 7

With relatives 2

The participant’s term

-time residence

Type of residents

No. of participants

Family home

35

Hall of residence 6
Privately rented accommodation (on my own/with partner) 7
Privately rented accommodation (with friends) 2
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Appendix (Ten) Initial Coding Frame

Master Themes Sub code |Tag/label|Source
code
MC 1 BIO B | Biographic Information
Agency Biography/Self
Critical Life BIOIDOM Influence/Domestic
Events BIOIFIN Influence/Financial
BIOTH Biography/Others
BIOTHIP Influence/Parents
BIOTHS Influence/Siblings
BIOTHC Influence/Community
MC 2 EXP Prior Educational/Occupational
experience
Agency Experience/Prior
Critical Life EXPE Education/Persons
Events EXPEIF Influence/Familial
EXPET Influence/Teachers
EXPEIP Influence/Peers
EXPO Occupation/Person
EXPEI Education/Incidents
EXPOI Occupation/Incidents
EXPES _ | Education/Structure
MC3 - | Experience of  the Formal
FCUR o o Curriculum : :
Achievement Formal Curriculum
FCURC Curriculum/Content
FCURCIE Content/Experience
Critical Life FCURCIC Content/Concepts
Events FCURD Curriculum/Delivery
FCURDIS Delivery/Strategies
FCURDA Delivery/Assessment
FCURE Curriculum/Learning
FCUREIR Environmental/Resources
FCUREIP Environmental/Physical
FCURS Curriculum/Learning
FCURSS Support/Specialist
FCURSA Support/Academic
FCURSAD Support/Admin
FCURSIP Support/Pastoral
MC4 Expérience of the Informal
ICUR Curriculum
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Achievement

Informal Curriculum

Critical Life ICURS IC/Social Aspects
Events ICURR IC/Relationships
ICRUW IC/Work
MCS5 Motivation for Entering Higher
MOT Education
Motivation Motivation/Persons
Higher MOTPIF Influence/Family
MOTPIP Influence/Peers
MOTT Influence/Teachers
MOT/C Influence/Community
MOTE Motivation/Events
MOTT Influence/Travel
MOTEO Influence/Occupation Trajectory
MOTI Motivation/Internal
MOTIP Influence/Personal Development
MOTIC Influence/Career Development
MC 6 Higher Education Choices
CcHor
Agency Choice/Persons
Critical Life CHOPIF Influence/Family
Events CHOPIP Influence/Peers
CHOPIT Influence/Teachers
CHOIR Choice/Rationale
CHORIL Influence/Location
CHORILS Influence/Learner Support
CHORIS Influence/Subject
CHOPP Choice/Process
CHOPI Process/Information
MC7 Meaning of Higher Education
MEA
HE/Significance
Social MEAO Meaning/Occupation Trajectory
Critical Life MEALI Meaning/ldentity
Events MEAIIP Impact/Personal Development
MEAIIV Impact/Values, Beliefs
MEAIIR Impact/Relationships
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Appendix (Eleven) The First Generation Student’s transition point at the time they

were interviewed

First Generation Student

Transition Point -

Zena Adapting strategies — Positive
Erica Evaluating — Positive

Kara Attending — Neutral

David Being Engaged — Positive

Liz Being Disengaged — Neutral
Tom Attending/Being Engaged — Neutral
Janice Adapting Strategies — Positive
Lee Attending — Neutral

Viv Being Engaged — Positive
Sophie Adapting Strategies — Positive
Mike Adapting Strategies — Positive
Minnie Adapting Strategies — Positive
Simon Evaluating/Adapting Strategies — Negative
Mia Being Engaged — Neutral
Andrea Being Engaged — Neutral
Carla Being Disengaged — Neutral
Julie Being Absent — Neutral

Bev Being Engaged — Neutral
Veronica Being Engaged — Neutral
Nadia Evaluating — Positive

Andrea Being Engaged — Positive
Monsie Being Engaged — Neutral
Ellie Attending — Neutral

Josh Being Engaged — Neutral
Helen Attending — Neutral

Polly Being Engaged — Neutral
Vince Being Engaged — Neutral
Evelyn Being Engaged — Neutral
Ellie Adapting Strategies — Positive
Helena Adapting Strategies — Neutral
Ashley Adapting Strategies — Positive
Megan Adapting Strategies — Positive
Josie Identifying Problems — Neutral
Donna Adapting Strategies — Positive
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Appendix (Twelve) Interview Schedule

Below are the prompts and probes used after asking the initial research question ‘How did you
come to be a student at site?” and the themes that started to emerge.

Interview Probes

Aim of the Probe

Emerging Themes

Prior experiences at secondary | To situate participants' self-|Information about  their
and tertiary education. The|images in relation to personaljindividual backgrounds and
formal and informal | aspirations and the role of|experiences.

curriculum. family.

Social class identity. | To situate participants' class|Information about  their
Occupations of family | and socioeconomic status. perspective regarding their
members.  Familial/personal social class and their SES.
relationships/family

background.

Influences of family, peers and
school regarding going to
university.  Social network
(hobbies/friends/family/part-
time work).

To examine the role of the
participant’s family, peers and
school on their choices.

Role of family, peers and
compulsory education.

Decisions and choices prior to
studying at The Centre.
Personal  goals, financial,
domestic situation.

To explore choice of degree
and going to university. The
significance of HE to the
individual.

Attending university at The
Centre.

Perceptions of university in
terms of lecturers, learning,
social interactions etc.

To explore the participants’
perceptions of university life at
The Centre in their first
semester.

Being and becoming a
university student.

Changes in self-image and
perceptions of being a student.

To explore the participants’
development and experiences
during their first semester.

Reflections on the being a
student at The Centre.
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Appendix (Thirteen) Ethical Approval

Copies of emails from the University of Chichester and the Case Study Site

' ("i Jan Salisbury
" “d Thu 2001720111547
To: JuliaHope;

Ce Barbara Thompson;

® You forwarded this message on 31/01/2014 0344
Dear Julia

1 acknowledge receipt of the master copy of the application entitled *An investigation into the HE experience of irst generation students aged 18-20 from the bottom four
socioeconomic groups in a specific area of Sussex”. Thank you for signing and retumning it to me. 1 will now forward the application to Barbara to sign off. Barbara, once you
have signed the master copy | should be grateful if you would retum it to me to retain,

Many thanks.

Jan

Jan Salisbury
Clerk to the Ethics Committee

PhD Student Request Case Study éite

B/ UAANAEZEIRETEEE=Ee
Subject: PhD Student Request Case Study Site .

bate: Thu, 21 Oct 2010 15:18:48 +0100
From: H.A.Ougham@ .ac.uk

To: julia_hope@

Dear Julia,

As secretary to the University Research Ethics and Governance Committee (REGC) | have been
passed your request below touse ___as part of the research sample for your PhD. 1 have now had an
opportunity to discuss this with the chair of our REGC. As the proposal has already received ethical review from
your own institution he feels it would not need further ethical review by our REGC. He has suggested thatin
order to minimise any risk of reputational damage arising from publication, in addition to having access to the
outcomes of the research we would need to have sight of any material before this is placed in the public
domain. This would not be designed to restrict academic freedom of the research but allow us to prepare any
response necessary.
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Appendix (Fourteen) Ethical Review Form (Approved January 2010)

1 ETHICAL REVIEW APPLICATION

Students — submit this form in hard copy to your supervisor BEFORE commencing research.

Supervisors — if this form needs Ethics Committee scrutiny (i.e. if you judge it to be ‘Category B or C’), please
submit this form in hard copy to the Senior Administrator (Research) in the Academic Standards Unit.

This form should be used for all undergraduate, postgraduate research and any other research conducted under the
name of the University of Chichester. IT MUST BE COMPLETED AND APPROVED by your supervisor before
you start.

Supervisors and (where appropriate) the Ethics Committee will make a decision on the basis of the information you
have supplied. In order for the Committee to consider your application quickly it would be very helpful if you could
also attach the rationale and outline procedures which you are intending to use. This will help the Committee to
reach its decision without the need to request further information. The Committee also finds it helpful to have an
outline of requests to participants, questionnaires and information regarding the final destination of the results.

Applicant: Supervisor’s Proceed A
Judgement

Julia Hope Proceed with caution B

Needs Committee Scrutiny c

(NB: Student/staff member will be
invited to attend the Ethics
Committee.)

Name of Supervisor:
Dr. Barbara Thompson/Professor Chris Gaine

Name .of University staff member with
responsibility for ethical issues: Dr. Barbara Thompson

Programme and Module: MPhil/PhD

1. Title of study:

An investigation into the HE experience of first generation students aged 18-21, from the bottom four socioeconomic
groups.
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10. 2a. Brief description of methods:

The study will involve the collection of both qualitative and quantitative data. The bulk of the
research will constitute the collection, through individual interviews, of qualitative data from first
generation to HE students who are currently studying as undergraduates at the case study HEIL The
quantitative data will include information about the institution in general and particular pertaining to
its student population which will be taken from the most recent QAA audit. The university’s widening
participation polices will be examined and presented alongside the participant’s experience to see if
there is a correlation between the intention and the outcomes. Widening participation data held by the
case study HEI will be analysed to explore patterns of where and what the students study. Attrition
and retention patterns data will be collected from the HEI, as will the completion rates of learners on
specific programmes. i

The study will develop empirical research through the use of a flexible research design (Robson,
2003: Bryman, 2008). The overall research approach will be case study and will include semi-
structured interviews students, and non-participatory observation of academic/support staff, the
environment in which they work and in which students learn. For qualitative data analysis software
packages (e.g. NVivo) may be used for quantitative data to assist coding, and derivation of themes,
from the interview data. SPSS may be used for statistical analysis (regression, anova, correlation etc.).
All information will be kept in a lockable filing cabinet or on the researcher’s password-protected PC.
Only the researcher and supervisor(s) will have access to the raw data.

2b. Brief description of purpose of study/rationale:

Looking at the socioeconomic aspect of widening participation. The focus being on students from the
lower four socioeconomic classes. The study will investigate the possible influence of socioeconomic
background on the undergraduate student experience within case study HEI, in order to generate new
knowledge about the experiences this cohort of learners.

The research will seek to:

Identify any patterns of geographical distance travelled of first generation to HE students.

Evaluate the provision and effectiveness of student support for these students.

Provide a theoretical framework around attrition and retention patterns.

Generate policy recommendations related to recruitment, retention and achievement in relation to
provision and support. )

3. Location of study and details of any special facilities to be used (see note 1, below):
Sussex — HEI

Supervisor’s
/Ethics
Committee
comment:

4. Are the respondents/subjects people you normally work with? (e.g. as a social work,
counselling or education professional, volunteer, or trainee; see note 5.)

No Yes

5. Basis for selection and rejection of subjects/respondents in the study:

The respondents will be an opportunity sample recruited through fellow students, lecturers, and other officers at the

case study HEL
First generation to HE students in Sussex HEI — selected
Those who wish to opt out of the research cohort — rejected

6a. Is the process of the study and/or its results likely to produce distress or anxiety in the
subjects/respondents? (See note 2.)
Unlikely — steps will be made to minimise the possibility. It is not the intention to ask participants

No ¥es
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questions that they will find upsetting. However, in discussing their personal circumstances, it is
possible that some sensitive issues may arise. No one will be required to discuss anything that makes
them feel uncomfortable. Participants will have full control over the subjects discussed in the
individual interviews and any disclosures will be handled with sensitivity. If issues arise which cause
distress, the researcher will discuss with the participant the availability of the case study HEI’s
counselling service.

Participants will meet with the researcher who will explain the nature of the research and they will be
given written information about the purpose and nature of the research (attached). If they chose to go
ahead with the research they will be asked to sign a consent form on the understanding that they may
withdraw at any time. Extensive and detailed assurance will be given that all interview and
observation material will remain anonymous. To reduce risks to an absolute minimum it will be made
very clear to participants that they can withdraw their consent to take part in the study at any time,
even after an interview or focus group has commenced, participants will be informed that they have
the right to read the transcripts of their own words and agree or challenge their validity. All
participants will be coded to ensure anonymity. Participants will be informed of the complaints
procedure in writing at the time they are invited to take part in the study. I will also invite participants
to give me feedback as to how they felt when being interviewed or taking part in the focus group as
part of my professional development. Negative feedback will be taken seriously and acted upon. Data
will be stored both electronically and through a field note diary. The electronically stored data is
password-protected and the field notes will not use names or traceable references to individuals.

If you answered Yes to question 4 as well as question 6a:

6b. Is the process of the study and/or its results likely to produce distress or anxiety in the
subjects/respondents beyond what they would normally experience in your work with
them? (See note 5.)

7a. If the answer to 6a (or 6b where applicable) is yes — please elaborate if you think this may not be clear

from previous answers:
N/A

7b. What steps will you take to deal with any distress or anxiety produced? N/A

8. Can the study be described as being part of some role you already have, therefore No | ¥es
not requiring any special consideration or scrutiny? (This should be confirmed by
subsequent answers, and see note 5.)

9a. Does your proposal raise other ethical issues apart from the potential for distress, No | ¥es
anxiety, or harm? (See note 2.)

9b. Irrespective of whether any distress is caused to subjects/respondents, might the No ¥es
research damage the reputation of the University, since it will be undertaken under
its auspices?

10. If your answer to 9a. was ‘yes’, on what grounds would you defend the proposal?

11. Is it necessary to obtain the consent of the subjects/respondents of the study? Ne Yes
(See note 4.)

Informed consent will be obtained through signature before the research begins, at which point it will | Not started

be re-iterated that withdrawal at any time is the right of the participant

Date consent obtained: Wi." be

Informed consent written

Interview guide Noe | Yes

Consent form Written or oral? (Please specify)

Copy attached?

12. Will any payment, gifts, rewards or inducements be offered to subjects/ No | ¥es
respondents to take part in the study? -
Please give brief details:

13. Will they have the right/facility to withdraw from the study? Ne Yes

Participants will be informed of this and can withdraw at any time
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14. In formal/legal terms, is there anyone whose permission has to be sought in . No | ¥es

order to conduct your study? (See note 4.) Please give details:
Date consent obtained:
Weritten or oral?
(Please specify)
f’
Copy attached? No T Yes
15. Do you think you need to seek the permission of any other individuals or groups? (e.g. | Ne Yes
parents, carers.) Please give details:
o e . . Not started
Consent from the case study institutions regarding semi-structured Date ¢ ot
interviews and widening participation data - ’ y
Written or oral? (Please specify) Not started
yet
Copy attached
No Yes
16. Will your results be available in the public arena? (e.g. dissertation in the library) Ne Yes
For postgraduate research; what are your intentions for publication of the study? Please list any
journals or texts in which the study will be published if relevant/ known:
I anticipate that my PhD thesis will form the basis of future publications.
17. Is it necessary to guarantee and ensure confidentiality for the respondents? Noe | Yes
18. Is it necessary to guarantee and ensure anonymity for the respondents? Ne Yes
19. Will the respondents have any right of comment or veto on the material you Ne Yes
produce about them?
Please elaborate if you wish: -
They can withdraw from the study at any time and veto any information or opinions they may have
disclosed. Participants will be given a transcript of their own contribution and will be asked for
amendments and comments. If they wish, participants will be given a summary of the findings.

20. ' Is there any additional comment or information you consider relevant, or any additional information that you
require from the Committee?
No

For supervisors: In your view, does the proposed study potentially contravene any aspect of | No ¥es
established codes of practice in your discipline?

(For instance, the codes of practice of the British Sociological Association, British Psychological
Association, and British Education Research Association are available on the internet.)

Have checked BERA 2007 — www.bera.ac.uk

Please give details if ‘yes’ and you wish the Ethics Committee to resolve the issue:

Signature of applicant: ........coeevvvernnenn. fe e ea e taaeens Date: c.veuieneenrannannnns
Signature Of SUPETVISOL: ....ccuuieveuviruniiiniiiiiiieiireeeeriieeeieeaieeaenes Date: .oocivviiiiiiiiie
Signature of named staff member with responsibility for ethical ISSUES:... ... .euvvriiiniiiniiieniirrrierieeeeens

Date Of APPHCALION: L.uivvuniieiiiiii ettt et ettt s etia e st e et eatteaatnsarinetatnsstteseneseensetnneressennnns
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