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WITH this important new release, Dilute Recordings presents to the wider public — for the
first time — the music of British-Australian composer, Jonathan Little. This disc features
many of Little’s most striking early works (from opus 1, written in his teens), across a whole
variety of genres: choral, vocal, string, brass, percussion and orchestral. Here is contemporary
concert music as it should be: full of real intensity, profound integrity and stately beauty

- and accessible to listeners of all ages and all backgrounds. Dilute Recordings is proud to be
associated with the composer for this release, and hopes to continue to document and present
more of Little’s musical works on future releases.

Jonathan Little has been described in interview with the American conductor, Robert Ian
Winstin, as genuinely a “unique voice” in concert music today. From the stark but “touching”
music of the vocal quintet, “That Time of Year’; to the constrained passion of the Sacred
Prelude for strings (“a work of beauty and sincerity”), Maestro Winstin has done a great
deal to champion Little’s works — ever since the conductor’s initial recording session in

Sofia, Bulgaria, in 2004. And when the first of Little’s orchestral works was played in Kiev
in early 2006, the reaction was ecstatic. “Fantastic!” was the response of the Maestro — and
the musicians heartily enjoyed themselves, too. The score was challenging, but thoroughly
playable: a bright, brilliant, and innovative programmatic work for “virtuoso” orchestra.

Indeed, the disc as a whole reveals a composer with the capacity to handle diverse forces, and
to write in styles ranging from the neo-Gothic choral purity of the Kyrie, to the luxuriant,
highly-jewelled instrumental feast that is Terpsichore. We are also reminded that there are
echoes of several grand traditions here. Kyrie, for instance, has its ancestry in the great choral
works of the English church; while Terpsichore, by contrast, evokes the famously sensual and
provocative orchestral dances constructed by various well-known composers around siren-
like figures such as Salome and Delilah. There are, in fact, many works here which deserve a
permanent place in the repertoire.

The support of the Foundation for New Music (USA), and the Kenneth Leighton Trust (UK),
is gratefully acknowledged towards the making of these recordings. The proceeds of a 2006-
2007 ASCAPIus Award for Concert Music (USA) also helped bring this project to fruition.
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